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(b) Total curved fork length is the
sole criterion for determining the size
class of whole (head on) Atlantic yel-
lowfin and bigeye tuna. For this pur-
pose, all measurements must be taken
in a line tracing the contour of the
body from the tip of the upper jaw to
the fork of the tail, which abuts the
ventral side of the pectoral fin and the
ventral side of the caudal keel.

[61 FR 30187, June 14, 1996]

§ 285.53 Vessel permits.
(a) Permit requirements. The operator

of each vessel that fishes for, or takes,
Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, albacore,
and skipjack tunas and Atlantic bonito
must have on board a valid permit
issued under this section.

(b) Commercial vessel permits. As a pre-
requisite to selling Atlantic yellowfin,
bigeye, albacore, and skipjack tunas
and Atlantic bonito and to be eligible
for exemption from applicable bag lim-
its, if any, specified in this subpart, an
owner or operator of a vessel that
fishes for or takes Atlantic yellowfin,
bigeye, albacore, and skipjack tunas
and Atlantic bonito must be issued a
vessel permit in the commercial cat-
egory appropriate for the gear type or
method of fishing.

(c) Charter/Headboat vessel permits.
Owners or operators of charter vessels
and headboats must be issued a char-
ter/headboat vessel permit to lawfully
fish for, catch, retain or land Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skip-
jack tunas and Atlantic bonito. An-
glers on board charter vessels and
headboats must adhere to applicable
catch limits for the recreational fish-
eries.

(d) Recreational vessel permits. Owners
or operators of private recreational
vessels must be issued vessel permits in
order to fish for, catch, retain, or land
Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, albacore,
and skipjack tunas. Anglers aboard pri-
vate recreational vessels must adhere
to applicable daily catch limits. Atlan-
tic tunas taken on board private rec-
reational vessels may not be sold.

(e) Purse seine. Directed purse seine
fishing for Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas and At-
lantic bonito is restricted to owners of
those purse seine vessels that have cur-
rent Atlantic bluefin tuna purse seine

permits under § 285.21(b) and that have
reported, or replaced vessels that have
reported, Atlantic yellowfin, skipjack,
albacore or bigeye tuna landings to
NMFS over the period 1989 through
1993. The owner or operator of such
purse seine vessel must apply for au-
thorization to fish for Atlantic yellow-
fin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito in writing to
the Regional Director by April 15. The
owner must supply documentation of
the vessel’s stockholders, owners, part-
ners, or association structure and
records of landings to verify that the
vessel meets the qualifying criteria.
The Regional Director will review
these applications for authorization on
or about May 1 and issue authoriza-
tions as appropriate.

(f) Exemptions. In lieu of a permit
issued under this section, persons on
board a vessel for which a valid permit
for the Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery
has been issued under § 285.21 of this
part are eligible to fish for and take
Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, albacore,
and skipjack tunas and Atlantic bonito
using the authorized gear and subject
to the commercial fishing restrictions
applicable to the category of permit
issued for the vessel. In lieu of a permit
issued under this section, owners or op-
erators of vessels for which valid per-
mits for the Atlantic shark fishery (50
CFR part 678) or the Atlantic swordfish
fishery (50 CFR part 630) have been
issued are eligible to fish for and take
Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, albacore,
and skipjack tunas and Atlantic bonito
using the authorized gear and subject
to fishing restrictions applicable to the
permit issued to the vessel. Owners or
operators of vessels fishing for Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skip-
jack tunas and Atlantic bonito shore-
ward of the outer boundary of the EEZ
around Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands with only handgear on board are
exempt from the permit requirements
of this section.

[60 FR 38516, July 27, 1995, as amended at 60
FR 57685, Nov. 17, 1995; 62 FR 332, Jan. 3, 1997]

§ 285.54 Vessel recordkeeping and re-
porting.

(a)(1) Logbooks. If selected and so no-
tified in writing by the Director, the
owner and/or operator of a vessel for
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